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OVER THE TRANSOM 
 

Books by Ottawa-area authors 
 
The Eyes That Shone: From Ireland to 
Canada in the 1950s 
 
By Philip Donnelly 
 
General Store Publishing House 
 
Author Philip Donnelly’s beloved first wife, 
Nancy, died in 2001 after more than 42 years 
of marriage – their relationship beginning at a 
dance in Dublin, then to decades spent living 
and raising a family in Toronto and then 
Ottawa. In this book – part genealogy, part 
memoir, part fancy – Donnelly looks at their 
lives together, starting with their families roots. 
The book includes messages and memories 
from their children and friends, warm 
reminiscences of time spent in Ottawa and the 
author’s musings on “what ifs.”  
 

- Kristin Endermann 
 


